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@® An Entangled Ukrainian History of the Concept of “the United States”: from
Cyril-Methodists to the Revolution 1917-1921

> FFo—+aaYa7 (Gennadii Korolov)
(P74 F B RVET T I— RSB e
SRR T - 22— T 7 —)

In 1835 Alexis de Tocqueville brought the American federalist myth to Europe.
Nine years after the Brotherhood of Saints Cyril and Methodius — the Ukrainian
secret organization in 1846-1847 — discussed the draft of Constitution of the Slavic
United States, where the unknown author referred to the American political system.

This paper focuses on entangled history of the concept of “United States”, which
got various types, such as an idea of the “United States between Black and Baltic
Seas”, an idea of the “United States of Ukraine”, and the idea of Ukrainian state
as a part of the Russian federation. I will trace its evolution from Cyril-Methodists
through Mykhailo Drahomanov to the Ukrainian revolution 1917-1921.

The hypothesis assumes that the idea of the “United States” was adjusted into
different Ukrainian ideological doctrines and was used by Ukrainian politicians
and intellectualists for concrete political aims. As a result, this idea evolved as an
ideological utopia in the “long nineteenth century” and then during the Ukrainian
revolution, it became an instrument of Realpolitik politics.

Also, this concept had unchanged component: Ukrainians wanted to transfer a
certain part of sovereignty to ethnographic regions/countries or national minorities.
In sum, the Ukrainian concept of “United States” had a distinct feature, on the one
hand, it proclaimed an aspiration to shaping the federation as a national state and,
on the other, a temporary loyalty to certain national minorities.
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AV . “Civitas et militaris: the repatriation of Polish internee soldiers from Lithuania. The
fate of civil refugees after the Soviet occupation.”
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