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Russia and the Middle East

Background
Norihiro Naganawa (Hokkaido University)

The nexus of Russia and the Middle East shaped global politics in the twentieth century,
encompassing the three entangled revolutions after 1905, the two World Wars, anti-
imperialist concert beginning with a series of friendship treaties in 1921 and persistent
through the Cold War, the Iranian Islamic Revolution and the Soviet intervention to
Afghanistan in 1979, and the Gulf War and the Soviet collapse in 1991. This plenary
session explores how the transformation of Russia’s empire in the 1920s began to shape
the twentieth-century Middle East, addressing the role of Russia’s borderlands and
multiethnic actors. Recent years have witnessed significant changes in the historiography
of Russia’s involvement in the Middle East, forcefully revising the existing British- and
French-dominated narrative of the modern Middle East. The salient feature in Russia’s
uniqueness is an intimate linkage of the integration of the multiethnic subjects and the
expansion to contiguous countries. The special place of the Muslim East, both domestic
and foreign, in the interwar Soviet state has attracted much attention revealing similarities
between the Soviet Central Asian republics and Afghanistan, Iran, and Turkey, quests for
trading models offsetting predatory Western capitalism, and a new mobility of
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transnational revolutionaries heading to Moscow. Our session particularly probes how
multiethnic actors from Soviet Russia and the Middle East tackled tsarist legacy. In so
doing, we also hope to think of Russia’s imperial continuum from tsarist practice via
interwar improvisation to Cold War tactics, as well as Russia’s challenges in the Middle
East today.

@® The Role of Caucasian and Central Asian Regional Authorities in the Making of
Tsarist/Soviet Diplomacy in the ‘East,” 1900s-1920s
Etienne Forestier-Peyrat (Lille Institute of Political Studies, France)

AAE

@® A New Treaty Concluded, but Implemented? Persia and Soviet Russia after the

Abolition of Unequal Treaties in 1921
Yudai Lee (University of Tokyo)

In 1921, Soviet Russia signed the Treaty of Friendship with Iran. The Soviet regime
proclaimed that the signing of the treaty eliminated other unequal treaties that had been
negotiated following Russia’s victories in various wars with Iran since the 19th century.
Signing a treaty and enforcing a treaty, however, are two completely different things but,
to date, little attention has been paid to that fact. As such, this presentation focuses
particularly on issues relating to the elimination of consular jurisdiction and the
demarcation of the border between Soviet Central Asia and Iran. After the removal of
consular jurisdiction, various problems arose, not least the conflicts between Soviet
consulates and local Iranian authorities over the treatment of Soviet citizens allegedly
conducting pro-Soviet propaganda activities on Iranian territory. Additionally, Iranian
police authorities were required to be extremely cautious when interrogating Soviet
citizens, while the Iranian Ministry of the Interior had to manage Iranians who had
become Russian subjects during the 19th century, as well as their descendants. The
demarcation of the border was also the cause of significant friction, especially due to
inequality in access to water resources between the Iranians and Turkmens.

@ The Path Dependency of Memory: Pogroms in Ukraine during the Civil War and Riots
in Palestine in the 1920s
Taro Tsurumi (University of Tokyo)

The impact of the Holocaust on Israeli public memory and perceptions of others has been
well discussed. After a silence on the Holocaust for a decade or two, the Holocaust
memory was established as a core constituent of Israeli public memory. The Holocaust
has been understood as an evidence that everyone around the Jewish people might be
antisemitic. This understanding was applied to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, so that the
Jewish people and Israel have been described as helpless among Arabs who are allegedly
essentially antisemitic. However, in such a discussion, pogroms in the Russian Empire
and its successor states are almost absent. Ukraine being the center of the turmoil,
pogroms during the Russian Civil War were the severest anti-Jewish violence before the
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Holocaust. The casualty was much higher than any other pogrom in Russian history. With
reference to Russian and Hebrew press, this paper discusses how these pogroms were
memorized among Zionists and affected the Zionist perception of others especially those
involved in Palestine. For pogroms in Ukraine, Jews, Zionist and non-Zionist alike, often
described how savage people and undisciplined military officers behind them were
involved in pogroms, while punishment for their criminal acts from a provisional
authority was in name only. In Palestine, known as the Nebi Musa riots/uprising, the first
public violence against Zionists took place in 1920. In 1921 and 1929 as well, anti-Zionist
campaigns turned violent while Zionists also resorted to violence. In each case, the
Zionist descriptions of these events resembled those of pogroms in Eastern Europe. In
fact, they often used the term “pogrom” for attracting readers’ attention. However, the
backgrounds of anti-Jewish violence in Ukraine and Palestine were significantly different.
In Ukraine, violence occurred among the local population or between the militia and the
local population and the Jewish population was targeted as a result of the antisemitic
atmosphere and the change in power relations between the state and the majority
population. In Palestine, the local population took arms against the immigrants who were
eager to change the political geography of the country, although in the Zionist imagery,
they were its historical host. This paper argues that in addition to such an imagery that
contradicts one among the Arab population in Palestine, the Zionist memory of pogroms
in Ukraine was carried over into Palestine and affected the relations between the local
Arabs and Zionist Jews in the initial phase of the Arab-Zionist encounter.
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