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Russia’s Islamic Modernism Reconsidered
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@ B nowuckax «rperbero mytn»? «BaucoBckuii Boxuii TIOJNK CTapOBEPOB MyCY/IbMaH» MEKLY
JOKaIUUCTCKUM U KaIMUMUACTCKUM JIUCKypCaMu

Hunsipa Yemanosa (KOY)

B uncropuorpadun ncropun mycyiabMaHckoro mupa Poccun 1oMHHHpPYET TpaauIIMOHHAS
IUXOTOMUS «KAOUMUCTBI/02Ca0uoucmul», TOA KOTOPOH MOApa3yMeBaeTCsl MPOTUBOCTOSHUE U
«0Ooppba» mporpeccHBHBIX Hadad (dicaduducmul) € KOHCEPBATHBHO-TPATUIIMOHAIACTCKON
4acThIO MYCYIBMaHCKON yMMbl (Kadumucmot). B TaHHOM COOOIIEHUH s IITIAHUPYIO OPACCYKIaTh
O TOM, HAaCKOJBbKO B 3Ty TPaJULUOHHYIO YIPOIUCHHYI IHMXOTOMMIO BIHCBHIBAETCS KEHC
«MYCYJAbMAHCKHX CEKTaHTOBY.

Baucosysr i coodmiecTBo, M3BeCTHOE B UMINepckoit Poccum kak «BamcoBckuit boxwii
TOJTIK cTapoBepoB-MycyibMan» (1862 — 1917) — 3To pelnuruno3HO-3cXaToI0rHIeCcKoe, COIHANBEHOE,

OTHUYECKOC U O6H_I€CTB6HHO—HOHI/ITI/I‘ICCKOC ABWXKCHUE, MOJTYUYUBIICC pacIpOCTpaHECHUE Cpean
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4acTu MycylbMaHcKoTo HaceneHus [loBomkbs Ha pyOeke XIX—XX BB. OcHOBaTeneM OOIIMHBL,
€€ «IYXOBHBIM OTIIOM» U HJIEOJIOTOM SIBIISIICS CypUiicKuii meix bacaymoun Baucos. BancoBiist
OTBEprajid rocHoACTByIoIyto B Poccun ¢opMmy mcinama u mogBeprajyd COMHEHHIO aBTOPUTET
OM/JIC, oOBHMHSS €ro PYKOBOACTBO M «yKa3HBIX» MMaMOB B Koppynmmu. JleiicTBus Biacten
pacLeHUBaINCh HMMH KakK IPOUCKH Jladowcans (caTaHbl), a IOPOKH OKPYXKAIOLIETO MHPA
CBSI3BIBAJINCH C MIEEH KOHIIa CBETa. DCXaTOJOTHUECKasi COCTABIISIIOIIAS PEIUTMO3HON JOKTPUHBI
BaMCOBIIEB, CHOPMYINPOBAHHAS B TpyHax b. Baucosa, ocTaBanach OCHOBHBIM SI3bIKOM OITHUCAHUS
COLIMAILHOM U nojuTudeckod peambHocTH B 1870-1890-x rr. lleHTpanbHOl wuzaeed B
HCTOPUYECKON F'eHealoTHH U PETMTHO3HOM yUEHHH BauCOBILEB Obl1a 1iest OyJIrapckoro Hacjeaus,
a ce0s BaMcOBLBI Ha3pIBalM Oynrapamu (arb-byreapu) m MycylbMaHamMH-cTapoepaMu. OHuU
TaKXe OTKa3bIBAIUCh NPU3HABATH COCJIOBHBIE M 3THHYECKHE HAMMEHOBAaHUS («TaTapuHy,
«KPECTBhSIHUH», «MELIaHUH»), He MOAYMHSINCH TPaKAAHCKUM BiacTsM. PakTudeckd oOLIMHA
“MeNa CeKTaHTCKHUI xapaktep. B Hagane XX B. IBIWKEHHE NMPHOOpETAET Bce 0oJiee OYEBHTHBIN
0O0IIIeCTBEHHO-TTOMTUTHYECKAN XapaKkTep, 4TO JOCTUTAET CBOETO MMKa B IIEPHOJ peBorormid 1917
L.

B ucropuorpaduu nctopur BaucoBLIEB HET €AMHOTO MHEHHS, KaK CIEAyeT TPAKTOBATh 3TO
IBIDKCHWE U Kakue IeuHHLMU HanOoyiee aJeKBaTHO OTPAXKalT ero cyTb. B mmreparype
BCTPEYAIOTCSI TAKUE TEPMMHBI, KaAK «CEKMAHmMbvly, «caragumovy W Oaxe «eaxadumos). XOTsa
6aucoeyyl BOCIIPUHUMAJHNCh KaK Ype3BBIYaHO KOHCEPBAaTHBHAS TIpyNIa MyCYJIbMaH-
TPaJULNOHAINCTOB, UM OBUIO JOBOJBHO CJIOKHO BBICTPAaUBATh B3aUMOOTHOILIECHHUS C
«Kaoumucmamuy», TOCKOJIBKY CXOXKECTh B3IVIAOB HE Bcerga Obula TapaHTHEW IJIOAO0TBOPHOTO
coTpyaHudecTBa. CI0XKHOCTh 3THX B3aMMOOTHOIIEHUH OyIeT moka3aHa Ha HEKOTOPBIX Keicax U3
KOHTAKTOB JIMJICPOB BaICOBCKOM OOIIMHBI € MICOJIOraMH TaTapCKOro kaoumuszma (nmamel CampIk
WmankymoB, Mypan Pamsu, Wmmyxamen JwuamyxamenoB). OIHOBpEMEHHO, BeChMa
MI0Ka3aTeIbHBIMKU OBLIM B3aMMOOTHOLIEHUs BaucoBueB ¢ lurabyrannom Mapmxanu u Pusoi
daxpeTaMHOM, KOTOPBIX HPUHITO OTHOCHUTD K UAEO0JIOraM «IIPOTPECCUBHOTO» (IKaAUAUCTCKOTO)
narepsl.

Takum o00pa3oMm, aHaIU3 B3aMMOOTHOIIEHMH YJIEHOB BAaMCOBCKOIO cOOOLIECTBA C
MPEACTABUTEISIMUA PA3HBIX MOJMTUYECKUX CHWJI M MICHHBIX TEUEHWH CTAaBUT NEped HaMH DS
HCCIIeIOBAaTeNbCKUX 3a1ad M Bompocos: (1) mpobnema neduHMIUK, HCIONB3YyEeMBIX MpHU
XapaKTEPUCTHKE OTHENbHBIX KOHKPETHBIX TPYyHIl M «KEHCOB» BHYTPH PpOCCHICKOTO
MYCYJIbMaHCKOTO co00mIiecTBa; (2) OrpaHMYEHHOCTh «UYEPHO-0€N0i» KapTHHBI, T.€. HPOCTOrO
JeTICHNS] MYCYJIbMAHCKOM yMMbl Ha «IIPOTPECCHUCTOB» M «KOHCEPBAaTOPOB-PEAKLUOHEPOBY; (3)
HEOOXOOMMOCTh IIOMCKAa HHCTPYMEHTApHs, a TaKKe PACIIMpPEHHs HCTOYHMKOBOM Oasbl, A
N3y4YCHHUS OTIAEIbHBIX KOHKPETHBIX KEHCOB, CBA3EH, KOHTAKTOB, B3aMMOOTHOIIECHUH, KOH(PINKTOB

U IPUMEPOB COTPYAHUUYECTBA BHYTPH TaTapo-UCIaMCcKoro mupa Poccuu u mp.
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@ “Is It Possible to Reform Islam? Ziyaaddin Kamali (1873-1942) and His Book Series “Falsafa
Islamiya” (The Philosophy of Islam, 1909-1911) and Islahat Diniya” (Religious Reformation,
1913)”

Leila Almazova (Kazan Federal University)

There has been a long debate on how to name the phenomenon of Muslim thought at the turn of
the 19-20 centuries: Islamic Modernism, Islamic Reformation, Salafism, Tajdid - each name has
a lot of supporters.

Tatar scholar, director of the madrasah «Galia» in Ufa (1906-1919), Zyaaddin Kamali
gave to his treatise «Religious Arrangements» (Dini Tadbirlar) the sub-title — «The Library of
Religious Reform» (Islakhat dinya kitabhanasi). The concept of «Islakh» in Arabic does not
entirely coincide with the word «Reformy. Islakh is a return to the original purity of Islam, and it
does not reflect the formation of new religion, as it happened in Europe with the advent of
Protestantism.

Zyaaddin Kamali undoubtedly continues the teachings of his master, Muhammad Abduh
(1849-1905), the rector of al-Azhar University. Both tried to answer the same central question:
why despite the perfect religion of Islam the Muslim World ended up in decline? Both claimed
that the human mind should be given back its right to determine truth and falsehood in all matters
of human life, where religion should set only the main directions. They stressed on the necessity
of the true understanding of the Qur'an, in which there were no «abrogation and abrogated» (al-
nasikh wa al-mansukh) verses; the whole Qur'an should be read as a single source. The problem
of predestination (al-gadar) also needed to be reconsidered. They believed that the predestination
(al-gadar) is the laws of nature, within which the human life unfolds according to person’s own
efforts and activities.

At the same time, Kamali had his own views on many religious issues. He took a position
of ultimate rationalism in such usually esoteric matters as the problem of prophecy, miracles,
Muslim worship, and even the existence of supernatural beings. On the degree of rationalism the
views of Zyaaddin Kamali approximate to scientific atheistic concepts that replaced the traditional
religious worldview after the Revolution of 1917. This, however, did not prevent the arrest of the
scholar in 1937. He died in prison in 1942.

In general, it is more reasonable to call the system of religious views of Muslim scholars
at the turn of the 19-20 centuries Islakhat or Islakh than to use the European concept of «Reformy.
The concept of Islakh more fully reflects the aspirations of Muslim scholars to return to the

original principles of Islam in the new for them, modern context.
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@ Why Is It Time for a New Soviet History
Ilya Gerasimov (Ab Imperio)

The Soviet history emerged during the USSR’s existence and initially had a blurred border with
political science including most practical policy analysis and recommendations. Its terminology
and conceptual models were often borrowed from the Soviet ideologists or their opponents and
the historical periodization “naturally” reproduced the official Soviet one. The USSR-based
Soviet history was mostly uncritically laudatory, while foreign Soviet studies were free to discuss
the same topics and periods without censorship.

After 1991, the Soviet society finally became a “history,” which normalized its study as yet
another historical field and dramatically expanded access to archival documents. This
normalization stimulated, in addition to a much broader examination of the history of repressions
and terror, the study of new topics, such as Soviet nation-building, Soviet colonialism and
internationalism, gender regimes, and the interrogation of various subjectivities of the USSR’s
citizens in different periods of its existence. Amidst the growing compartmentalization of the
former common historical field into national histories and area studies, Soviet history remained,
at least potentially, a supranational or transnational field open to cutting-edge methodologies of
entangled and global history.

These important innovations, however, have not altered the dominant master narrative of
Soviet past that had been formed way before 1991 — to the extent that some modern historians
repeat the Soviet myth about the October Revolution toppling “tsarism.” New, more sophisticated
historical interpretations notwithstanding, modern Soviet history still operates with categories that
conflate political labels of the day with analytical concepts, be it “Stalinism” or “the Great
Patriotic War.” So familiar and seemingly self-evident, they obscure the problematic reality and
implicitly impose some outdated interpretations (for example, the “Great Patriotic War” conceals
the problem of the USSR’s role in World War II since 1939). The outdated historical master
narrative is further cemented by political and ideological operationalization of Soviet history by
too many of its practitioners. They tend to idealize the Soviet past as a form of modern political
critique of nationalism, capitalism, and imperialism, particularly the American world hegemony.

Too many elements of the prevalent general scheme of Soviet history are perceived as given
and have never been questioned, thus blocking the very possibility of identifying new topics,
chronologies, and research problems. Russia’s aggression against Ukraine under the slogan of
restoring the USSR’s legacy has highlighted the dark sides of this legacy. It is high time to begin

synthesizing a new Soviet history that should be about a new more decisive and theoretically
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conscious defamiliarization and estrangement of this Soviet past and its languages of self-

description.
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